
GEO Industry News Page 1 
 

Complete  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
“Homegrown” Clean Energy 

Equals Environmental 
Protection PLUS Jobs! 

 

By Douglas Dougherty, President and CEO 
GEO – The Geothermal Exchange Organization 
 
Editor’s Note – The following GEO Op/Ed was posted recently 
featured by political news source, The Hill, on their website (6/9) , 
and on the ACHR The News website (6/7). 
 
June 5, 2017 (Springfield, IL)  -  On June 1, President Trump followed through on his campaign promise 
to pull the United States out of the Paris Climate Accord, an international agreement struck last year for 
long-term, worldwide actions to cut carbon emissions and reduce the threat of climate change.  
 Calling out the agreement’s economic unfairness to the country, he exclaimed: “The United 
States, under the Trump administration, will continue to be the cleanest and most environmentally 
friendly country on Earth….  We will be environmentally friendly, but we’re not going to put our 
businesses out of work and we’re not going to lose our jobs.” 

 Fortunately, America is already a world leader in the 
implementation of efficient and clean, renewable energy, which 
must remain as a cornerstone of the administration’s developing 
environmental policy. Government stewardship has been crucial to 
helping nascent clean energy industries gain a toehold in markets 
dominated by fossil fuels—from power transmission and 
transportation to the heating and cooling of buildings. 
 Our nation’s efforts to transform energy markets cannot 
afford to stumble at this critical stage of development. That’s why 

scores of legislators are standing up for the bill in the U.S. House of Representatives that will continue to 
provide real and direct tax relief to individual and business consumers as it promotes clean energy 
technology adoption and retains tens of thousands of jobs right here in America. 
 The Technologies for Energy Security Act of 2017 (H.R. 1090), offered by Rep. Tom Reed (R-NY) 
would correct a congressional oversight in late-2015 that extended tax credits for solar and wind, but 
left behind “orphaned” technologies like geothermal heat pumps, fuel cells, microturbines, small wind 
and combined heat and power when their credits expired January first of this year. The Reed bill already 
has more than 90 cosponsors, including 53 Republicans (see next article). 
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http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/energy-environment/337059-homegrown-clean-energy-equals-environmental-protection
http://www.achrnews.com/blogs/16-guest-blog/post/135142-homegrown-clean-energy-equals-environmental-protection-plus-jobs
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 Federal clean energy tax credits for clean energy technologies like geothermal heat pumps are 
not “corporate welfare.” Far from it, they are simply a tax reduction that helps middle-class citizens with  
the upfront cost of installing these technologies in their homes and businesses.  
 The goal of the credit is to achieve greater market penetration and help drive down the cost of 
the technology. We are not looking for a permanent tax credit—just the same gradual phase-out 
schedule that Congress adopted for solar technology. 
 At the same time, the nation benefits as modern technologies allow consumers to enjoy long-
term reductions in energy costs that pump more dollars into local economies while putting less strain on 
electric power grids. 
 Not only that, residential and commercial geothermal heat pump installations retain and create 
thousands of jobs across a broad spectrum, from manufacturing to distribution and sales, drilling and 
excavation, and installation and maintenance. That’s why H.R. 1090 is so important to our nation’s  
economic future.  
 In his speech declaring America’s exit from the Paris Climate Accord, President Trump said the 
country won’t be closing factories and losing jobs. But that is already happening to the industries left 
behind by Congress’ inaction on clean energy tax credits.  Their expiration beginning this year now 
threatens thousands of geothermal and other clean energy jobs, with hard-hitting reports of layoffs 
increasing across the country. 
  Trump said, “My job as President is to do everything within my power to give America a level 
playing field and to create the economic, regulatory and tax structures that make America the most 
prosperous and productive country on Earth, and with the highest standard of living and the highest 
standard of environmental protection.” 
 The Trump Administration and Congress can help accomplish those goals by standing up for fair-
ness across U.S. clean energy markets.  They can do that by standing with so many others already in 
strong bipartisan support of the provisions of the Technologies for Energy Security Act of 2017, H.R. 
1090. (GEO) 
 

H.R. 1090 Tax Credit Legislation Update 
June 19 – The Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) continues to gain 
ground in support of the bipartisan Technologies for Energy Security Act 
(H.R. 1090). Introduced on Feb. 16 by Rep. Tom Reed (R-NY). The bill would 
restore the federal residential and commercial tax credits for geothermal 
heat pumps and other “orphaned” clean energy technologies on a par with 
the extensions that solar installations enjoy through 2021.  
 H.R. 1090 now has 93 cosponsors in the House, including 53 Repub-
licans and 40 Democrats as of June 19.  Fourteen of the bill’s supporters 
are Republican members of the House Ways and Means Committee. Even 
more House members are expected to heed H.R. 1090’s call for tax equity 

and keeping U.S. workers employed in a growing economy. Track the bill and its cosponsor status here.   
 

GEO urges all geothermal heat pump supporters to email their congressmen in support of H.R. 1090, 
and when possible to invite them to visit job sites so they will better appreciate technology. Please 
lend your voice to help us keep up our momentum, and to succeed in reinstating and extending the 
residential and commercial tax credits for geothermal heat pumps.  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1090/cosponsors?q=%7B%22party%22%3A%22Republican%22%7D
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GEO ACTION ALERT! 
 
Your support of GEO’s effort to reinstate the tax credits has been phenomenal. 
But we’re not done yet.  
 
Please Contact Your U.S. Representative  
Simply send the following in a brief email to your congressman, adding a 
sentence or two explaining how the loss of the tax credits are impacting your 
business: 
 
“I am writing to encourage your support and co-sponsorship of H.R. 1090, 
a bipartisan bill that will ensure that there is a level playing field—and 
Congress is not picking winners and losers—when it comes to advanced 
and clean energy technologies.” 
 
To see if your congressman is already an H.R. 1090 cosponsor, click here. 
 
To find your congressman’s email address, click here. 
 

 Invite Your U.S. Representative to Visit a Job Site
Now is the time to contact your U.S. Representative for the next congressional 
recess, which runs from July 28th through September 2nd. Please ask your U.S. 
Representative  and/or Senator to visit a job site. 
 
GEO has prepared a package of materials, including instructions and 
sample correspondence that make it easy to request a visit by your 
representative. Click here to browse and copy them for your use. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact GEO with any questions you may have. 
Call (888) 255-4436. 
 

 
Thanks for your help on this important issue. With your grassroots support, 
we can win back the residential and commercial federal tax credits for our 
industry.  

  Doug Dougherty, President and CEO 
  GEO - The Geothermal Exchange Organization 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1090/cosponsors?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Technologies%2Bfor%2BEnergy%2BSecurity%2BAct%22%5D%7D&amp;r=10
http://www.house.gov/htbin/findrep
https://www.geoexchange.org/hr-1090-grassroots-advocacy-materials/
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GEO Radio Interview Pushes Tax 
Credits in Rep. Ryan’s Hometown 
May 16 – Through the efforts of WaterFurnace International, 
WCLO Radio in Janesville, WI—the hometown radio station of U.S. 
House of Representatives Speaker Paul Ryan (R)—featured a live 
24-minute interview with Geothermal Exchange Organization 
(GEO) President and CEO Doug Dougherty.  
 Hosted by WCLO’s Tim Bremel, the interview offers a concise overview of the technology, covering 
frequently asked questions and a summary of the geothermal heat pump industry’s efforts to reinstate their 
federal  tax credits through the provisions of H.R. 1090. Considering the jobs at risk since loss of the credits at 
the end of 2016, Dougherty called for Rep. Ryan’s support of the bill and asked his constituents to make their 
voices heard as well. You can listen to the complete interview here. 
 

 
WaterFurnace CEO John Thomas 
Unanimously Appointed to GEO Board 
June 7 – WaterFurnace International (Ft. Wayne, IN) President and Chief 
Executive Officer John C. Thomas was unanimously elected to the 
Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) Board of Directors, where he 
joins WaterFurnace Senior Vice President for Sales & Marketing Michael 
Albertson. Like other companies represented on the GEO Board, 
WaterFurnace will have a single vote.   
 Thomas’ career with Regal, as well as General Electric, spans 
several decades, a succession of progressively responsible roles and 
several corporate structures, including GE Power Systems and Industrial 
Systems. His senior leadership positions have included vice president—
HVAC, vice president—global sourcing, vice president—global technol-
ogy, and his most recent role as vice president—Asia-Pacific. He is a 

graduate of Ohio State University, where he earned a Bachelor of Science in mechanical engineering. 
John and his family live in the Fort Wayne area. 
 “We’re fortunate that John Thomas has offered his broad industry experience to the Board of 
Directors as we push forward with strategies to enhance the future of geothermal heat pump sales 
across the nation,” said GEO Chairman Joe Parsons (Earthlinked Technologies – Lakeland, FL). (GEO) 

 

 

GEO Heat Pump Manufacturers News 
Click below to access the latest news from GEO Heat Pump Manufacturer Members 

 

                           
        Click Here    Click Here        Click Here          Click Here 

http://www.wclo.com/episode/51617-doug-doughertychris-last-janesville-renaissance-faire/
http://www.climatemaster.com/residential/category/recent-news/
http://earthlinked.com/news/
http://www.enertechgeo.com/
http://www.waterfurnace.com/
http://www.waterfurnace.com/
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Trump Budget Proposes  
Deep Cuts to DOE and EPA 
In April and May, several news reports covered the Trump Administration’s preliminary budget 
proposals for Fiscal Year 2018, which would slash funding for the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
 Under the draft proposals, the White House wants deep cuts to DOE research. The Office of 
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy would see a 69% budget cut compared with 2016 levels, while 
the Office of Fossil Energy budget would be reduced 44%, and the Office of Nuclear Energy budget 
would decline by nearly 30%.  The Geothermal Technologies Office (GTO) would suffer an 82% cut in 
funding, from $71 million (spent primarily for deep “hot rock” power production research), to only $12.5 
million. It’s interesting to note that by the end of May, DOE had removed the words “clean energy” from 
multiple technology webpages.  
 President Trump's budget proposal includes significant cuts to EPA, slashing the agency's budget 
$2.6 billion to $5.7 billion—a cut of more than 31%. The proposed EPA budget cuts spending on renew-
able energy innovation and among other programs, eliminates Greenhouse Gas Reporting. Air and  

 

 
September 25-26 • WEEC, Atlanta, Georgia 

November 7-9 • IGSHPA, Stillwater, Oklahoma 
 

   Topics Covered 
• Inspectors Role in Protection of Public Health, Safety, Environment 
• Project Design / Heat Pump Types and Operation 
• Outside Heat Exchanger Configurations, Earth Coupling Types, Materials, Components 
• Design Methods, Compliance with Codes, Standards, And Accepted Procedures  
• Outside Heat Exchanger Installation Techniques  
• Indoor Piping and Circulation System Inspection  
• Site Awareness and Records / Permanent Loop Decommissioning  
• Heat Fusion Overview / Local Codes- Specific to Area Being Taught / Inspection Points  

 

Click here for more information about these classes  
 
 

http://igshpa.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6E99C6D&e=AFA0F7&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=69EB4923&email=AzAOtmN6p8nXm5ucltYi1mCmyaXvgxdWNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=3
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energy research would be cut 67%, and clean air regulatory programs (including greenhouse gases) 
would be cut 47%. The Trump Administration also plans to eliminate the Energy Star program, a 25-year 
effort to boost efficiency through product testing that certifies high standards for saving energy. 
 “The DOE cuts and similar rollbacks at EPA are unlikely to survive unscathed,” said Geothermal 
Exchange Organization (GEO) President Doug Dougherty. “The proposed draft budgets for DOE and EPA 
are an effort to fulfill campaign promises that will not be left unchallenged, even in a Republican-con-
trolled Congress.” (Various news reports - GEO)  
 
NYSERDA Launches $15 Million  
Initiative to Spur Geo Market 
May 30 - The New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA) today announced the 
availability of $15 million in rebates for the installation of ground source heat pump systems for 
residences, businesses and institutions. Renewable heating and cooling technologies such as ground 
source heat pumps not only provide environmental benefits but also provide energy bill savings, 
increased comfort levels and health benefits compared to conventional heating and cooling technol-
ogies. Increasing the use of this technology supports Governor Andrew M. Cuomo’s energy goal to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 40 percent by 2030. 
   The technology replaces oil- and gas-fired heating and cooling sources, thereby reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. The funding was first proposed in February as part of the state’s Renewable 
Heating and Cooling Policy Framework, which outlined various options to jump start the industry and 
stimulate the clean energy economy. NYSERDA issued the framework and will administer the rebate. In 
addition to the rebates for ground source heat pump systems, the framework set out policy options and 
market-based solutions to be implemented over the next few years, and identified longer-term 
approaches to support market growth of renewable heating and cooling technologies such as air-source 
heat pumps, solar heating and cooling, and biomass. 
 John B. Rhodes, President and CEO, NYSERDA, said, “This investment is vital to growing the 
industry and will help advance Governor Cuomo’s aggressive energy goals, including reducing green-
house gas emissions 40 percent by 2030. Installers and their customers will both benefit from this 
program and, as a result, provide a cleaner environment for all New Yorkers.” 
  The amount of funding available to each project will depend on its size. Smaller projects (e.g., 
residential and small commercial buildings) can receive up to $15,000 when the installation is com-
pleted. A typical residential system will qualify for about $6,000. Larger projects (e.g., multi-family, 
hospitals and college campuses) can receive up to $500,000 per building with payments being made 
throughout the project. No single site can receive more than $1 million. 
  Rebates will be available to qualified installers for two years or until all funds have been 
exhausted. The total amount of the rebate will be deducted from the total cost of the system, thereby  
passing the savings along directly to consumers. Any ground source heat pump system for which 
installation was complete on or after January 1, 2017, and that meets the requirements of the program, 
is eligible. Only participating, qualified designers and installers may submit applications. To become a 
participating designer or installer, or to see a list of those already participating, visit NYSERDA’s website. 
  Funding will be provided through the Clean Energy Fund. For more information on renewable 
heating and cooling technologies and this funding visit NYSERDA's website, here. (NYSERDA) 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001acslul1KWcU_DHzybl3Ny-kVHOKAJJx2Sd00lJaxJijUo-baWhueO43WQ6Qx20FFEcgxqsiD0pGFbA5kiFdD2WYn09NpSjsVGF8vtA7M1qyPnDzWE9SvqkwhKqq5xzJN-s7BznV3Jq-AMnHBxkkG_ygaagOxHvNcA06A8gnGsdUxXaXuB3b82wGj28cb7p_IBU1whwGkCCuVDtH7GIpyMtmUygHK_vFuzeVfRvCQXXN-tDbYoDvXAKLpF-VNz3213ZpQUYFv7vrejWFR7tBdKJBk67Yy6n55PkLbPsOUKts=&c=Ggmmzyx8KnrCeNwEhS7mbaq1pB0L-f0-e8LYMdRaU5e6rRKKK68Naw==&ch=cnbFRJLqoC0XOQBJtE9iEJrxOTUH4l9MZPG0epEUvHrplH7ubXEhBw==
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/gshp
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State Geo Associations Update 
 

By Ryan Dougherty, GEO Chief Operating Officer  
 

May 26 - In cooperation with the New York Geothermal Energy 
Organization (NY-GEO), the Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) 
convened a state geothermal association conference call. 23 industry 
stakeholders attended, providing the following updates on their 
respective organizations’ activities and issues. 
 

Connecticut   Dave Hermantin (P.W. Grosser), Connecticut Geothermal 
Association (CT-Geo) President, said the group is working on a website 
update and several other awareness-raising efforts. Instead of a 
conference this year, CT-Geo set up a home show with Energize CT.  
Turnout wasn’t great, he said, but it was good to spend time 

collaborating with Energize, the largest CT investor-owned utility. CT-Geo is considering putting some 
money into advertising, and is also in discussions with the CT Green Bank, which has extensive 
experience funding green projects.    
 

Illinois   Geothermal Alliance of Illinois (GAOI) Executive Director John Freitag said the GAOI conference 
at the end of March was slightly down in attendance, with 240 people. The group is currently looking at 
March 12-14, 2018 in Bloomington for their next conference, and hope not to have a conflict with the 
IGSHPA Conference & Expo in Orlando. In legislative news, he said the Exelon bailout bill that passed the 
state legislature at the end of their last session has a provision that initially went unnoticed, which 
requires contractor certification to qualify for state energy efficiency programs.  Freitag is working to 
exempt geothermal contractors from this requirement, because a provision already in place requires 
geothermal contractors to be GAOI certified for investor-owned utility (IOU) rebate programs. GAOI is 
currently working with two large Illinois labor unions to train their members and this engagement is 
proving to be fruitful. 
 

Iowa   Ron Marr, Iowa Geothermal Association (IGA) Executive Director, discussed the recently ended 
Iowa legislative session. IGA went into the session hopeful they could get a property tax exemption for 
geothermal installations made permanent, and a 10% state tax credit extended to commercial and 
institutional jobs. Unfortunately, those bills did not gain enough support, and state budget constraints 
have now prompted an examination of all state subsidies, including the current residential geothermal 
heat pump  credit. A propane association bill was filed to drop the existing 10% credit to 6% and then 
another bill filed to eliminate it completely. Fortunately, the legislation did not gain traction, and died 
when the session ended. IGA Board Member Rick Rockacy (WaterFurnace International – Fort Wayne) 
said that according to some sources, sales across the entire HVAC industry are down, most likely due to 
mild weather. He also noted that Jeremy Lang (Enertech Global) is the new president of IGA, and that 
the association’s recently redesigned its website for enhanced functionality. 
 

Michigan   Art Thayer, Michigan Geothermal Energy Association (MGEA) President, described state 
legislation passed late last year to recognize geothermal as a renewable energy resource. Twenty-three 
working groups have now been formed to implement rules governing a host of new state energy 
policies, and he is participating in many of them.  Thayer reiterated comments about low natural gas  
prices hurting the geo industry. However, he pointed out that many new natural gas fired generating  
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stations are coming online, so before long we’ll see a large portion of gas supply going to generation, 
industrial and commercial users.  This ought to drive prices back up and make geo more competitive. 
MGEA recently hosted powerful U.S. House Energy Committee Chairman Fred Upton at a geothermal 
installation site, where he was impressed with the technology. Thayer noted however, that  House 
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) is opposed to any tax incentives for the “orphan technologies,” so the industry 
has a big hurdle to overcome in his opposition. MGEA Executive Director Larry Kaufman mentioned that 
the president of Detroit Energy Co. (DTE) is putting geothermal in a house that he’s building and this 
could bode well. If DTE further incentivizes geothermal heat pumps, Consumer’s Energy (Jackson, MI) 
might follow suit. Discussion ensued about potential future synergies between the geothermal and 
electric vehicle industries. 
 

Minnesota   John Riffe (Auer Steel & Heating Supply – Plymouth) , Minnesota Geothermal Heat Pump 
Association (MGHPA) President, said that low fuel prices are having a detrimental impact on geothermal 
sales. The association has begun its own rebate program of $500/system, with good response. Keeping 
the organization growing and sustaining has been difficult, but they see potential with a master installer 
program like that initiated by the Wisconsin group. He noted that Hennepin Electric Coop has a geo rate 
that goes down to 5.5 cents/kWh at certain peak times. Lake County Power has a loop lease program 
but adoption has been slow, probably a result of low natural gas and propane prices 
 

NEGPA and Vermont   New England Geothermal Professionals Association (NEGPA) President Jim Ashley 
(Green Mountain Geothermal – West Danville, VT) said the organization has a new management team in 
place, and is working to start up a round of promotions and publicity for geothermal throughout the 
region. Ashley joined Gretchen Schimelpfenig (CX Associates – Burlington) to describe their efforts to 
start up Vermont geothermal association. Schimelpfenig said that she and Ashley recently met with 
representatives of the Burlington Electric Department (BED), who agreed to sign on as a charter member 
of the nascent organization. The group wants to eliminate the state sales tax on geothermal equipment 
and arrange for geothermal installation incentives from the state’s clean energy development fund.  
Alignment and partnership with Efficiency Vermont is another key goal. The City of Burlington recently 
initiated a 2030 district; the Vermont geo group would like to partner with BED to encourage 
geothermal promotion as part of the district’s goals.  
 

New York   NY-GEO Executive Director Bill Nowak noted that the lack of a federal credit is hurting the 
industry. He said that NY-Geo’s state conference was a success, with 225 people in attendance. Pres-
entations and pictures from the conference can be found on the NY-GEO website.  The winner of the 
“Top Job” geothermal installation competition at the NY-GEO conference was at a Lockport Housing 
Authority multi-family, low-income residential facility. NYSERDA is currently reviewing all case studies 
submitted as Top Job finalists. The 2018 conference will convene on April 18-19. The Renewable Thermal 
Alliance based at Yale University is closely collaborating with NY-GEO, NYSERDA and others. There’s a 
great video on the recent completion of the geothermal system at St. Patrick’s Cathedral system, avail-
able here. NYSERDA is currently registering contractors for its incentive program and details will be 
announced shortly regarding the program itself. NY-GEO is working on two initiatives for monetizing the 
value of geothermal heat pumps. One is focused on getting a special geothermal rate with a large New 
York utility, while the other is a more general proceeding on the topic of renewable heating.  NY-GEO is 
also working on the issues of renewable credits and is starting a geothermal mentoring program as part  
of the NYSERDA geothermal incentive rollout. NY-GEO has done a great job of attracting cosponsors to  
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H.R. 1090, the primary bill in Congress to reinstate the federal tax credits for geothermal heat pumps 
and other orphaned technologies, and will continue to target Congress members for support. Consultant 
Bob Wyman asked if anyone on the call had knowledge of special geothermal rates that utilities have or 
may have had in the past.  Michigan Electric Cooperative Association (MECA) Director of Energy Effi-
ciency Programs President Art Thayer said that in addition to a Detroit Energy Co. (DTE - Detroit) 
geothermal rate, several Michigan electric cooperatives have geo rates.  Anyone with knowledge  
of special geo utility rates is encouraged to send more information to NY-GEO. 
 

Wisconsin   Steve Scholz (Enertech Global), Wisconsin Geothermal Association (WGA) President, 
provided an update on Wisconsin’s state-issued energy efficiency rebate program. The association is 
working with program administrators Chicago Bridge & Iron and CLEAResult. He said that headway is 
being made with state regulators and the Wisconsin Public Service Commission regarding increasing 
recognition and incentiviation for GHP technology.  WGA is following the Geothermal Alliance of Illinois’ 
lead in instituting a master installer training program.   
 

GEO   Ryan Dougherty, GEO Chief Operating Officer, gave an update on the status of legislation to 
reinstitute and extend federal tax credits for geothermal heat pumps (see lead articles in this edition of 
GEO Industry News). He encouraged everyone participating in the call to keep pushing their members of 
Congress to cosponsor H.R. 1090, which currently has 76 cosponsors, 44 of whom are Republicans. 
 

IGSHPA   Cary Smith (Sound Geothermal – Sandy, UT), IGSHPA Board and Advocacy Committee Member, 
updated the group on IGSHPA recertification in New York. IGSHPA has gotten a lot calls about recertify-
cation after the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) announced that 
IGSHPA accreditation will be required for geothermal system installers to be eligible for an  upcoming 
state financial incentive. IGSHPA is looking into ANSI certification, a process that may take 18 months.  
All IGSHPA courses will be listed with American Institute of Architects (AIA) PDH Credits.  Smith noted 
that the IGSHPA Conference & Expo will be convened in Orlando, FL in mid-March. See the IGSHPA 
website for details.  
 

Canada   Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Institute (HARI) Director of Programs and Relations 
Martin Luymes updated the group on recent work by the Ontario Geothermal Association (OGA).  
Ontario not long ago set very stringent climate goals in their Climate Change Action Plan. Instead of 
imposing a carbon tax, they set up a cap-and-trade system tied into those markets in British Columbia 
and California. Government funding will be available through the Ontario Climate Change Solutions 
Deployment Corp. to find and employ low carbon technologies. An announcement regarding provincial 
plans and how they might involve geothermal heat pumps is expected in September. Enbridge, one of 
the nation’s largest natural gas distributors, recently announced their intent to install and own geother-
mal loops in new construction within certain parts of their service territory. The provincial government is 
up for reelection next year, and there’s hope that anticipated geo incentive programs will be on a fast 
track to show results prior to the election. (GEO)  
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Clean Energy, It’s Where the Jobs Are 
May 18 - Joint Economic Committee Democrats released a report on the clean energy economy and its 
increasingly important role in the American economy. The clean energy economy encompasses energy 
generation through renewable sources and activities related to improving energy efficiency, building 
alternative fuel vehicles and constructing and operating the smart grid. 
  “Clean Energy, It’s Where the Jobs Are,” highlights that 3.3 million Americans worked in the clean 
energy economy in 2016. It shows that renewable energy specifically now employs more than one in 
three Americans who work in electric generation and fuel production employment. Projections indicate 
that this is just the beginning and the transition to clean energy will create millions of additional jobs. 
  The report describes that international competition over renewable jobs is growing. Countries 
around the world, like China, have recognized this opportunity and are investing billions of dollars into 
advancing clean energy in the hopes they will become the global leaders in this industry. Congress must 
ensure that the United States is keeping pace and remains a global leader. 
  “I have long advocated for growing the clean energy economy in New Mexico and across the 
nation to create millions of good-paying jobs—especially in rural communities,” said Sen. Martin 
Heinrich (D-NM), Ranking Member of the Joint Economic Committee. “Congress has an opportunity  
to act now and make sure that the United States is a leader in this emerging market—and see that 
American companies and workers are the ones producing and exporting the technology and products  
to meet this demand. Though President Trump and Congressional Republicans have sought to cut 
programs and reverse policies that support this sector, we must prioritize advancing clean energy  
to create jobs, spur economic growth, and meet the needs of the future of our economy.” 
 This report is the first in a series on the importance of expanding and prioritizing the clean 
energy economy. Click here to read “Clean Energy, It’s Where the Jobs Are.” (JECD) 

 
New CGC Board of Directors 
May 26 - The Canadian GeoExchange Coalition’s (CGC) membership confirmed a new board of directors 
during its Annual General Meeting. The new body includes members from each member category, and 
represents an important expansion of the CGC.   “CGC is very pleased to hit this milestone” said Pat 
Rudka, Chair of the 2016 Board of Directors. “A priority task for CGC’s new board is strategic 
development to serve the industry.” CGC’s directors for 2017-2018 include:  

• Chad Brezynskie, Vice-President Sales & Marketing, GeoSmart Energy, Cambridge, ON 
• Shannon L. Claggett, P. Eng., B. Ed, Associate Dean, St. Lawrence College, Kingston, ON 
• Gino DiRezze, P.Eng., President & CEO, Groundheat Solar Wind Corp., Richmond Hill, ON 
• Kevin Dubeau, Président et D.G., Induktion Géothermie, Québec (Québec) 
• Frank Kernick, P.Eng., President, Spring Creek Real Estate, Canmore, AB 
• Patrice Kwemo, Président, Energie-Stat, LaSalle, QC 
• Pat Rudka, BS.c., Owner & CEO, Oshawa Refrigeration Service Limited, Oshawa, ON 
• Nathalie Tremblay, Présidente et Fondatrice, Marmott Énergies, Mont-Royal QC  

 

 Per CGC’s by-laws, Directors serve one year and may elect up to one-third of their number as 
new directors until the next Annual General Meeting. The Canadian GeoExchange Coalition serves the   
industry with  information, training, standards, certification, discussion, and representation. More 
information on the CGC can be found here. (CGC press release) 
 

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7f8a6201-e0dc-4858-aa8f-7c06e1ce89d2/clean-energy-it-s-where-the-jobs-are-final.pdf
http://www.geoexchange.ca/
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Cornell Tech Aims for Net-Zero  
May 31 – According to the Cornell Chronicle, “Cornell Tech 
has announced details of its plan to achieve net-zero 
energy efficiency for the Bloomberg Center, the first 
academic building on the Roosevelt Island campus, 
scheduled to open in September.” New facilities on the 
island (pictured) are scheduled for completion by 2043. 
 “The Bloomberg Center stands four stories and 
includes 160,000 sq. ft. of academic space with a low and 
narrow profile that allows for views across the island, while 
maximizing daylight. Cornell’s aspiration is for the building, 

designed by the architecture firm Morphosis, to reach net-zero and LEED Platinum status, with all of the 
energy needed to power the building generated on campus…. The strategy to achieve a low-energy 
building is through a stepped approach prioritizing reduction in energy demand through load reductions 
as well as maximizing passive and energy efficient design, and using renewable energy to power the 
building systems.” 
 The article says the building will be all-electric, featuring a “green roof,” rainwater harvesting, an 
acre-sized photovoltaic array, heavy insulation and smart building lighting and security controls. Most 
importantly, the facility will depend on a geothermal system for heating and cooling. “Eighty closed-loop 
geothermal [boreholes], each 400-feet deep, were drilled below the campus. The electrically powered 
ground-source heat pumps are used to heat and cool the building in conjunction with an active chilled-
beam system.”  Read the article here. (Cornell Chronicle) 

 
GEO Industry News is a publication of GEO, the Geothermal Exchange Organization, a non-
profit trade association that advocates the environmental, energy efficiency and economic 
benefits of geothermal heat pump systems for heating and cooling of residential, commercial, 
and institutional buildings. For more information, visit our website: www.GeoExchange.org. 

 
 

 

Support the Industry's  
National Voice

 

 

In production of content for GEO Industry News, the Geothermal Exchange 
Organization (GEO) intends no copyright infringement, citing the Copyright 
Disclaimer under Section 107 of the Copyright Act 1976, in which allowance is 
made for "fair use" of various content for purposes such as criticism, comment, 
news reporting, teaching, scholarship and research. 
 

 

IGSHPA Accredited Installer Workshop  
June 21-23, 2017  •  Stillwater, Oklahoma 

 

The International Ground Source Heat Pump Association will hold their next Accredited Installer 
Workshop in Stillwater, Oklahoma, June 21-23, 2017. Students will spend two days learning from 
instructors who have field experience installing systems. At the end of the course, students will take 
the NATE exam to become a NATE certified installer. 
 

 

To enroll online, visit IGSHPA’s secure payment site Marketplace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/05/cornell-tech-aims-net-zero-efficiency-bloomberg-center
http://www.geoexchange.org/
https://www.geoexchange.org/geo/geo-membership/membership-options/
http://igshpa.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6F76479&e=B162BC&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB548D7&email=AzAOtmN6p8nXm5ucltYi1mCmyaXvgxdWNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1
http://igshpa.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6F7647B&e=B162BC&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB548D7&email=AzAOtmN6p8nXm5ucltYi1mCmyaXvgxdWNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1
http://igshpa.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6F7647B&e=B162BC&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB548D7&email=AzAOtmN6p8nXm5ucltYi1mCmyaXvgxdWNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1
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