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Thompson Bill Would  
Extend Geo Tax Credits  
May 26 - U.S. Rep. Mike Thompson (D-CA), a senior member of 
the House Ways and Means Committee, introduced H.R. 2412, 
the New Energy for America Act, which extends Investment Tax 
Credits (ITCs) for energy efficient residential and commercial 
property for five years beyond their current sunset date of Dec. 
31, 2016, through the end of 2021.  
 Starting in 2008, the ITC helped the geothermal heat 
pump (GHP) industry survive the Great Recession. As the econo-
my and construction industry now slowly recover, H.R. 2412 
would extend ITC credits for several clean energy technologies, 
including geothermal heating and cooling systems, solar, fuel 
cells, microturbines, combined heat and power, and small wind. 
 “The ITC is one of the most important tools we have that 
supports the deployment of energy saving and efficient GHPs in 

the United States,” says Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) President Doug Dougherty. “The GHP 
industry is ‘facing a cliff’ with the looming expiration of its residential and commercial ITCs at the end of 
2016. If the credits are allowed to expire, potential gains for the GHP industry and the nation in a grow-
ing economy will be lost.” 
 Thompson’s bill addresses this by extending residential and commercial ITCs for an additional 
five years, the point at which many believe the GHP industry will be strong enough to regain the growth 
it enjoyed before the economic downturn. “By extending our current 30% tax credit for residential GHP 
installations and 10% credit for commercial installations,” says Dougherty, “the industry will have the 
chance to fully realize the benefits of the credits denied to us by the Great Recession.”  
 Because the worst economic collapse since the Depression coincided with the start of the ITC in 
2008, the GHP industry lost much of their promise of jump-starting sales and installations, Dougherty 
explains. “With five additional years of tax credits—coupled with a growing economy and expanding 
home and commercial construction industry—we hope to finally realize that benefit.” 
 “GEO supports H.R. 2412, and applauds Congressman Thompson for his leadership on issues vital 
to our economy and environment. We also thank all of his cosponsors for joining him in this important 
effort to build a clean energy future for America,” says Dougherty. “They recognize that GHPs are a vital 
part of that future.” H.R. 2412 has been referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means. (GEO) 
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New York Assembly Sends 
Geo Bills to Gov. Cuomo 
June 9 – New York lawmakers passed and sent 
for signature into law by Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
(D) two major bills in June that will have far-
reaching benefits for the geothermal heat pump 
(GHP) industry. On June 1, the State Assembly 
unanimously passed S2905/A2177a, which 
provides a 25% tax credit for residential GHP 
installations up to $5,000.  And on June 9, the 

Assembly unanimously passed S4297/A5508, which exempts GHP installations from state sales tax. 
Senate versions of the bills were passed by the New York Senate on Earth Day, April 22.  
 “Both of our priority bills for this session passed both houses,” beamed New York Geothermal 
Exchange Organization (NY-GEO) Executive Director Bill Nowak. “Congratulations to our sponsors and 
leadership in the New York Senate and Assembly, the Sierra Club, and the Board of Directors and 
members of NY-GEO for all their hard work to get these bills to the Governor’s desk.”  
 

S2905 / A2177a establishes a tax credit for the purchase and installation of geothermal energy 
systems. Specifically, the bill amends Section 606 of state tax law by adding a new subsection to extend 
tax credits to cover the purchase and installation costs of geothermal energy systems. The legislation 
recognizes that, “Geothermal energy systems provide natural and renewable energy. The systems do 
not require the burning of fossil fuels and emit almost no carbon gases. They are efficient and much 
better for the environment than are conventional methods of supplying heat to buildings. Allowing a tax 
credit will increase the use of geothermal energy systems. This will create more green jobs and reduce 
the amount of carbon used to heat buildings.”  Once signed by the governor, the effective date of the 
law is immediate, and will apply to taxable years commencing on and after Jan. 1, 2015. Read the 
complete text of S2905 / A2177a here. 
 

S4279 / A5508 encourages geothermal energy use in New York State by eliminating sales tax on the 
equipment and installation of geothermal systems in residential and commercial buildings.  Specifi-
cally, the bill amends Sec. 1115 of state tax law by eliminating sales and use taxes for the purchase and 
installation of both residential and commercial geothermal systems. The legislation recognizes that, 
“Geothermal energy, a renewable energy source, is a reliable and effective way to reduce the need for 
carbon based energy sources. By eliminating sales and use tax for both the purchase and installation of 
geothermal systems, more New York State residents would be able to afford this energy course. Similar  

 

GEO Heat Pump Manufacturers News 
 

Click logos to access the Newsrooms of GEO’s Geothermal Heat Pump Manufacturer Members 
 
 

              
  

http://open.nysenate.gov/legislation/bill/S2905-2015
http://www.climatemaster.com/residential/category/recent-news/
http://www.waterfurnace.com/press.aspx
http://enertechgeo.com/
http://earthlinked.com/news/
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laws exist to exempt sales and use tax for the purchase and installation of solar equipment.” The 
effective date of the law is immediate once signed by Gov. Cuomo. Read the complete text of S4279 / 
A5508 here. 
 In a plea to Gov. Cuomo to sign the geothermal incentive bills, NY-GEO said, “High heating bills 
are a serious problem for many New Yorkers. Burning oil, propane and gas to heat buildings is an even 
bigger source of greenhouse gas emissions in our state than generating electricity. The Legislature re-
cognized a solution to these problems this year when it passed A2177a/S2905 (geothermal heat pump 
[GHP} tax credit) and A-5508/S4279 (GHP sales tax exemption). These bills give GHPs the same tax 
treatment that has created thousands of jobs in the solar PV industry.” (GEO) 
 
Ambitious RES Signed by Vermont  
Gov. Shumlin includes Geothermal 

June 11 - Vermont Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) 
signed H. 40 into law, a Renewable Energy 
Standard (RES) that will “retool Vermont’s 
renewable energy programs and spur 
utilities to help customers cut costs and 
carbon emissions in heating their homes.” 
Among many other provisions, the legislation 
calls for an “Energy Transformation” pro-
gram, which will allow Vermont utilities to 
provide leasing or on-bill financing to help 
customers make energy improvements to 
their homes, such as installing high-efficiency 
geothermal heat pump systems for heating 
and cooling.   
 The bill’s primary purpose establishes 
a new requirement that 55% of the electri-
city sold by Vermont energy companies must 
come from renewable sources by 2017. The 
mandate will increase by an additional 4% 
every three years, rising to 75% by 2032.  
 H. 40 defines Energy Transformation 
projects as, “undertakings that provide 
energy-related goods or services but do not 

include or consist of the generation of electricity and that result in a net reduction in fossil fuel con-
sumption by the customers of a retail electricity provider and in the emission of greenhouse gases 
attributable to that consumption.” Examples include: “…home weatherization or other thermal energy 
efficiency measures; air source or geothermal heat pumps; high-efficiency heating systems; increased 
use of biofuels; biomass heating systems; support for transportation demand management strategies; 
support for electric vehicles or related infrastructure; and infrastructure for the storage of renewable 
energy on the electric grid.”  
 

 
 

Vermont Gov. Peter Shumlin (left) and NEGPA Board Member 
Jim Ashley embraced a major win for geothermal with H. 40. 

http://open.nysenate.gov/legislation/bill/S4279-2015
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 Following his signing of H. 40, Gov. Shumlin and Jim Ashley (Green Mountain Geothermal) 
embraced this major win for renewable energy—and especially for high-efficiency geothermal heat  
pumps. Ashley represents the State of Vermont on the New England Geothermal Professional Associa-
tion (NEGPA) Board of Directors. He discovered that only air-source heat pumps were included in a 
weatherization incentive program in previous legislation, while geothermal heat pumps were omitted. 
Through his effort, that error was corrected in H. 40, which included geothermal heating and cooling 
technologies in its first draft.  
            “NEGPA, with the help of the Vermont Ground Water Association, will track H. 40 through the 
rulemaking process by the state Public Service Board to ensure that geothermal heat pumps play a big 
role in the Energy Transformation projects called for in the law,” said Ashley. Read the bill here. (GEO)    

 
Can California Reach Net-Zero without Geo? 
June 10 –In California, homes consume nearly a third of the energy used in the 
state. To address that energy use, the California Public Utilities Commission and 
the California Energy Commission (CEC) have launched a “Zero Net Energy” 
Action Plan to build a self-sustaining market for all new homes to produce as 
much energy as they consume by 2020.  
 Currently, Zero Net Energy (ZNE) homes account for less than 1% of new 
homes in the Golden State. But by 2017, California officials expect to see up-
ward of 10,000 new homes that are net-zero, a figure that is expected to rise 
substantially by 2020. The new action plan calls for designers and developers to 
have a suite of technical tools available by mid-2016 to bring ZNE homes to 
market. The action plan also applies to multi-family homes of less than three 
stories and low-income housing.  
 “It’s a noble goal, but one that may be unachievable under current 
building regulations called Title 24, which is overseen by the CEC,” says Geo-
thermal Exchange Organization (GEO) President Doug Dougherty. It’s is a widely 
accepted fact that true ZNE cannot be achieved without the ability of geother-

mal heat pumps (GHPs), which derive from the ground 3- to 5-times the energy they use from the grid. 
“Solar photovoltaic panels on roofs produce the power needed for lights, appliances and to run a GHP,” 
Dougherty explains, “The GHP provides highly efficient heating in winter and cooling in summer, using 
very little of the power produced from the sun for a ZNE building.”   
 Given that, “It’s ironic that GHPs face an uphill battle in California, largely because of opposition 
from the natural gas industry and lack of clear energy permitting rules from the CEC,” says California 
Geothermal Exchange Organization (CalGEO) Executive Director Bill Martin. “We object to the agency’s 
new 2016 Title 24 building efficiency code, which is a crippling barrier to GHP deployment in the state.”  
 In its latest Integrated Energy Policy Report, the CEC acknowledges that modelling inadequacies 
inhibit GHP installations because the agency’s compliance software does not “adequately represent the 
efficiency gains” of the technology. CalGEO is working to help the CEC develop adequate software to 
properly model GHP efficiencies and allow compliance with Title 24 (see “CalGEO Working to Solve GHP 
Permitting Issues under Title 24, “ pg. 7, May issue of GEO Industry News). “Only then can California 
hope to achieve the true value of Zero Net Energy in new construction across the state, with GHPs and 
solar working together to achieve that goal,” Dougherty concludes. (GEO) 

 

http://www.aeltracker.org/bill-details/7418/vermont-2015-h-40
https://www.geoexchange.org/download/4971/
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GHP Industry Urges Greater   
Support in Minnesota Legislation 
The Minnesota Geothermal Heat Pump Association (MGHPA) is  
working to include geothermal heat pump (GHP) technology as an 
“eligible renewable” in H.F. 843, a bill now under consideration by the 
State Senate. An omnibus employment, economic development, and 
energy bill, H.F. 843 was introduced by State Rep. Pat Garofalo (R – Dist. 
58B). The legislation passed the Minnesota House of Representatives on 
April 24 with a vote of 73-56. Read the bill here. 
 The state’s Renewable Energy Standard (RES) requires that at 

least 20% of electricity sales in Minnesota originate from renewable sources by 2020, and 25% by 2025. 
In 2013, the state adopted a “1.5 Percent Solar Energy Standard for Public Utilities” to promote solar 
energy development. The Solar Standard requires that Minnesota public utilities generate or procure at 
least 1.5% of retail electricity sales from solar sources by 2020. Public utilities must comply with the 
Solar Standard in addition to Minnesota’s RES. 
 Among other things, H.F. 843 would amend Minnesota’s Solar Standard, allowing utilities meet it 
with sources other than the sun, including wind, hydroelectricity, or biomass—as long as they are less 
expensive than solar. The bill would also eliminate the goal that retail electric sales be 10% solar by 2030. 
And the legislation creates rebates for property owners who install GHPs (as well as wind, solar thermal, 
or energy storage systems).  Not surprisingly, the bill has drawn fierce opposition from the solar industry. 
 Though the GHP industry appreciates the rebate in H.F. 843, MGHPA President Mark Sakry puts it 
into perspective: “The geothermal rebate incentive under Sec. 5 is ‘the lesser of 20% of the installation 
and equipment cost or $20,000.’ That's actually a nice rebate. Except that you need not apply if one is 
offered by your local utility—and all but a handful of smaller municipal electricity providers already offer 
them in Minnesota. This new appropriation does, at least, close that small gap.” 
 In addition to the rebate, MGHPA urges a greater commitment to GHP technology by amending 
H.F. 843 to include it as an “eligible renewable” that all utilities operating in Minnesota can use to meet 
the state’s renewable energy procurement and generation mandates. 
 “The bill calls for minimum percentages of utility retail electric sales generated by eligible renew-
able energy technologies of 20% in 2020, and 25% in 2025,” Sakry explains. “An ‘eligible energy technol-
ogy’ is now defined as one that ‘generates electricity from solar, wind, hydroelectric, or biomass…or; 
stores electricity from these sources for later use.’ Still glaringly absent from this list is GHP technology 
because it does not generate electricity.” 
 “In the spirit of the bill's ‘Energy Savings Policy Goal,’ which affirms that energy savings is an 
energy resource, and that cost-effective energy savings are preferred over all others, MNGHPA broadly 
supports H.F. 843,” says Sakry. But he remains adamant: “GHP technology should also be recognized 
under current policy as ‘renewable,’ and listed as an advanced eligible energy technology."  
 With advice from Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) President Doug Dougherty, MNGHPA 
seeks an amendment to H.F. 843, designating thermal energy technologies as eligible for utilities to 
meet their RES responsibilities. Says Dougherty: “A good start might follow Massachusetts’ lead with: 
“Any facility that generates useful thermal energy using naturally occurring temperature differences in 
the ground or water whereby one megawatt-hour of energy is equivalent to 3,412,000 British thermal 
units of net useful energy produced and verified through deemed or metered measurements.” (GEO) 
 

http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/leg/LS89/HF0843.4.pdf
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Hope to Reinstate Geo Tax  
Credit in South Carolina Bill   
June 10 – South Carolina geothermal heat pump (GHP)advocates were happy when H. 3874 was intro-
duced on March 19 to provide tax credits for residential and commercial installations of renewable 
energy property—including GHPs. The credit was slated at 35% of total installation cost, with a cap of 
$8,400 for residential, and $2.5 million for commercial jobs. Their euphoria evaporated in April however, 
when an amendment limited the credits to properties designated by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency as Superfund sites. Since then, the Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) has consulted with 
GHP industry representatives, who are working to return GHPs tax credit provisions to H. 3874. (GEO) 

 
USDA Funds Renewable  
Energy and Efficiency  
June 10 – The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) is investing more than $6.7 
million this year in 544 renewable energy 
and energy efficiency projects nationwide 
via the Rural Energy for America Program 
(REAP). Eligible agricultural producers and rural small businesses use REAP funds to make energy 
efficiency improvements or install renewable energy systems. Since 2009, USDA has awarded $545 
million to support more than 8,800 REAP projects nationwide.  
 Of $6.7 million in grants to 544 projects, only $55,515 went to five geothermal heat pump 
(GHP) projects. The total is less than one percent of projects and project funds for GHPs in agricultural 
settings in 2015. “It’s time that the industry and government better promote the energy and cost-saving 
value of GHPs to the farm community,” said Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) President Doug 
Dougherty. “When all eyes are looking to improving our economy and lowering carbon emissions, GHPs 
should be at the top of everyone’s list for job creation and replacing fossil fuels.” Read the entire USDA 
press release here. (USDA and GEO) 

 
Geothermal Gains in Mid-Missouri  
June 2 –Buildings use about 42% of the energy consumed in the United States each year. Planners and 
builders now have “green” and “sustainable practices” to cut back on that use and make buildings 
smarter. The OHM Office Building in Columbia, MO opened late last year, showcasing that vision with 
energy efficiency concepts like insulated windows, LED lighting—and geothermal heating and cooling.   
 A geothermal heat pump system hums quietly next to a work station in the building owned by 
Kirk Mescher. "These are the two primary pumps that circulate the water out to the heat exchanger 
underneath the parking lot,” said Mescher, who heads-up CM Engineering. “That's where 18 holes 
were drilled for the heat exchanger, which consists of plastic pipe 300 ft. into the ground."  
 Mescher said it's a huge money saver. "For every unit of energy we put into our heat pumps, we 
get five units of heat back out because we get four units from the ground." Mescher said a system can 
pay for itself in seven years or sooner. "We had tax breaks for putting in [geothermal] that were so 
advantageous that if we didn't do it we weren't doing a very smart thing. It almost paid for itself before 
we even started up." Read and listen to the story here. (KBIA Mid-Missouri Public Radio) 
 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2015/06/0166.xml&navid=NEWS_RELEASE&navtype=RT&parentnav=LATEST_RELEASES&edeployment_action=retrievecontent
http://kbia.org/post/geothermal-gains-traction-mid-missouri
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Florida PSC Awards Geo Elementary School  
May 22 – The Florida 
Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC) is presenting 
its May Triple E Award—
for Energy Efficiency 
Effort—to Pensacola 
Beach Elementary 
School. School leaders 
upgraded and replaced 
the facility’s outdated HVAC system to geothermal to save energy and reduce costs.  
 The PSC encourages cost-effective conservation and renewable energy to reduce the use of fossil 
fuels and defer the need for new generating capacity. Through the Florida Energy Efficiency and Conser-
vation Act, the PSC approves conservation programs for the state’s five investor-owned utilities, JEA, and 
the Orlando Utilities Commission. 
 “Geothermal is the most energy-efficient way to cool and heat any space,” said Jeff Rogers, Gulf 
Power manager of External Communications.  “Pensacola Beach Elementary will see significant savings—
plus low-maintenance geothermal is perfect for the coastal climate because all of the equipment is 
inside.” (PSC)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Certified Geothermal Designer Course July 15-17 
 

Designing Ground-Source Heat Pump Systems will keep you competitive in a market offering 
customers a low-maintenance, economical and green alternative for their space conditioning needs.  
 
In partnership with GEO—the Geothermal Exchange Organization—and the Association of Energy 
Engineers, the International Ground Source Heat Pump Association designed this course to offer 
advanced training toward certification as a Certified GeoExchange Designer (CGD). From an 
introduction to the technology to a complete review of a commercial design process, participants 
learn the specific information they need to be successful. The CGD Plus course is taught by a 
professional CGD Instructor with more than 30 years of experience engineering and designing ground 
source heat pump systems.  
 
Topics include   Design Process for Geothermal Systems • Energy Modeling • Mechanical Systems • 
Ground Loop Heat Exchanger Software • Site and Geology • Vertical, Horizontal, Pond, Open Well, 
Standing Column and  Hybrid Options • Integrated Design Process • Energy Cost • Construction Cost 
• Test Drilling for TC Test • Design GHX • Design System, Specifications and Drawings • Construction 
Quality Assurance and Control • Commissioning and Training Personnel  
 
 

The next CGD Course will convene on July 15-17, in Stillwater, OK.  Instructor is Ed 
Lorenz, B.E.S., CGD. Cost is $1995. For more information and to register, click here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.floridapsc.com/
http://www.igshpa.okstate.edu/training/cgd.asp#cgd
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Renewables in the USA 
May 16 – The International Energy Agency’s new report on the 
United States says the nation can increase its use of renewable 
energy from 7.5% of its energy mix in 2010 to 27% by 2030 (the 
same as the European Union’s  target), and in the power sector 
alone to almost 50%. There would be a five-fold increase in U.S. 
onshore wind capacity, to 314 gigawatts (GW) by 2030, and 40 GW 
offshore (so far it has none). By 2030 total installed solar photovol-
taic capacity could reach 135 GW. Biomass offers the potential for 

an additional 46 GW-equivalent of power capacity, taking the total to 84 GW by 2030. There could also 
be additional 18 GW in power generation from “hot rocks” geothermal resources. 
 By 2030, 55% of all renewable energy in the United States would be in the form of non-electri-
city energy use, i.e. bio-energy in solid, liquid or gaseous forms, or solar thermal or geothermal heat 
pumps, for heating and cooling applications, with the total use involving a three to fourfold increase 
of renewables over 2010 levels. If biomass use on the scale envisaged was constrained, electric vehicles 
and heat pumps could play more of a role.  See the entire article here.  (Environmental Research Web)  

 
DOE Says Efficiency Should  
Count toward Real Estate Value 
May 29 –- The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is on a mission to ensure 
that the real estate market rewards homeowners who have made green 
improvements to their homes, but DOE worries those improvements are not 
being considered in the price of home sales. Energy upgrades from rooftop 
solar to triple-pane windows, Energy Star appliances [and geothermal heat 
pumps] all can save homeowners money. "The problem is, a lot of informa-
tion on energy upgrades doesn't seem to get into the marketplace, doesn't 

find its way into the real estate transaction," said Maria Vargas, DOE Better Buildings Challenge director.  
 Vargas' program aims to increase residential energy efficiency. A key aspect of doing that, she 
said, is ensuring that the real estate market values the investments made by homeowners. To that end, 
DOE has partnered with the Appraisal Institute, the Council of Multiple Listing Services, and the National 
Association of Realtors' Center for Realtor Technology. 
 "We want to move in, move out in a few years to really accelerate this market," Vargas said. "So 
we are better enabling homeowners and the whole transaction process around selling a home to include 
energy efficiency information." One challenge is the home appraisal process, where appraisers are 
instructed to value the home compared with similar homes in the neighborhood. But, DOE’s Danielle  
 

The Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) will convene a meeting of its Board of Directors at 8:00 a.m. 
(Central) on Thursday, July 30, at the Hilton Ballpark Hotel in St. Louis, MO. The Board continues progress on 
GEO industry initiatives, described  in our GEO Industry News. Please contact us with questions or suggestions. 
 

http://blog.environmentalresearchweb.org/2015/05/16/renewables-in-the-usa/
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Sass Byrnett said, "At this point, there's really no way to see if there are [comparable homes] that have 
energy-saving features." 
 Steve Brown, president of the National Association of Realtors, says such information would help 
homebuyers who want to know not only how much it costs to purchase a house, but also how much it 
costs to live there. "I think what the recession taught us is that homeownership stability is every bit as 
important as writing the contract and buying your first home," he said.  Read the entire article here. 
(Washington Post through Green Building) 
 

 

ASHRAE 2015 Annual Conference  
The American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air-conditioning 
Engineers (ASHRAE) will convene its 2015 Annual Conference on June 
27-July 1, at the Atlanta Hilton. The Conference Technical Program 
features a strong focus on design, construction and operation of high 
performance buildings. Annual Research Summit Laboratories on 
refrigeration, fundamentals, applications, systems and equipment 
round out the program. The ASHRAE Learning Institute will offer two 

professional development seminars and seven half-day short courses. For more information and to 
register for the ASHRAE 2015 Annual Conference, click here. 

 
Call for Papers: ASHRAE 2016 Annual Conference  
June 9 - ASHRAE announced a Call for Papers for its 2016 Annual Conference in St. Louis, MO, on June 
25-29, 2016, at the America’s Center Convention Complex and Renaissance St. Louis Grand Hotel. 
Conference tracks will include: 
 

• Renewable Energy Systems and Net Zero Buildings, with sessions on high energy efficiency and 
methods of design. The track addresses recent advances in alternative energy systems and 
equipment and new design strategies for achieving net zero buildings. 

• Advances in Refrigeration Systems and Alternative Refrigerants will emphasize use of alternative 
refrigerants in vapor compression machines to address environmental concerns.  

• Smart Building Systems/Remote Monitoring and Diagnostics covers advanced communication 
protocols, system integration, BMS tools, data management and analysis.  

• Professional Skills Beyond Engineering will ensure professional skills are being developed and 
maintained beyond engineering essentials. 
 

 Conference papers can be submitted either as Abstracts or Full Technical Papers, both due Sept. 
14, 2015.  Upon acceptance, Final Papers will be due Jan. 4, 2016.  Click here for more conference 
information and to submit an abstract or a technical paper. (ASHRAE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Support the Industry   
 

 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/05/28/how-to-make-the-real-estate-market-value-green-homes-for-what-theyre-really-worth/
http://www.ashrae.org/atlanta
http://www.ashrae.org/stlouis
http://www.geoexchange.org/geo/geo-membership/membership-options/
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Illinois Renewable Energy Conference 
The Center for Renewable Energy at Illinois State University will convene its Illinois 
Renewable Energy Conference on July 16, at the Bone Student Center in Normal, IL 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The conference features plenary sessions on all aspects 
of renewable energy, plus breakout sessions focused on policy, technologies, and 
case studies in specific tracks for geothermal heat pumps, energy efficiency, solar, 
biomass and wind. The Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) is a Gold 
Cosponsor, and GEO President Doug Dougherty is a Guest Speaker. 
 Event partners include the Geothermal Alliance of Illinois, Midwest Energy 
Efficiency Alliance, Illinois Solar Energy Association, Illinois Biomass Working Group, 
Illinois Wind Working Group, and Wind on the Wires. For information about exhibit-

ing and sponsorships, contact Janet, here. The conference hotel is the Marriott Hotel and Conference 
Center, 201 Broadway Ave., Normal, IL. The facility is offering a special room rate to conference partici-
pants. Reservations are on a first-come, first served basis, and must be made before June 24. Click here 
to make your room reservation online. For more information and to register for the Illinois Renewable 
Energy Conference, click here.  (Center for Renewable Energy – Illinois State University) 
 

 
 

 

2015 IGSHPA Conference and Expo 
Pre-Conference Training Begins October 5   Join the International Ground Source 
Heat Pump Association in Kansas City, MO, for the 2015 IGSHPA Technical Confer-
ence & Expo at the Sheraton Kansas City Hotel at the Crown Center. The Conference 
and Expo brings together leaders in the geothermal industry for the exchange of infor-
mation through networking and training. This year’s theme revolves around residen-
tial, commercial and institutional installations, with a full program of technical and 
scientific presentations. Click HERE to Register Now!  
 

mailto:jniezgoda@ilstu.edu
https://aws.passkey.com/event/13744119/owner/11681920/home
http://renewableenergy.illinoisstate.edu/events/conferences/renewableenergyconf2015.shtml
http://www.igshpa.okstate.edu/conf/#registration
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Most Americans Support  
Renewable Energy Standards 
June 2 – Despite recent attempts in many state legislatures to repeal or weaken renewable energy 
requirements, a University of Michigan poll finds that a majority of Americans—of every race, income 
and education level, and religious and political affiliation—support such mandates. Support for renew-
able energy requirements is highest (87%) among those who believe in global warming. Even so, 39% of 
Americans who do not believe the climate is changing support state renewable energy requirements.  
 A majority of Americans surveyed as part of the National Surveys on Energy and Environment 
said they'd be willing to spend an extra $25 per year for more renewable energy—a number which 
exceeds the average $15 per year cost premium of current programs. However, once the cost rises to 
$50 per family per year, that support dwindles. Read more here. (University of Michigan) 

 
Geo Brings Caribbean Warmth  
to Western New York Mansion 
April 25 – Stingrays circle beneath a waterfall in the atrium. A white 
cockatoo and a grey parrot perch above in palm trees. This is isn’t the 
Caribbean. It’s a geothermal house in East Amherst, NY. Dr. Greg 
Daniel’s home embodies the climate of his native Trinidad within a very 
small carbon footprint. 
 The atrium is heated, like the rest of the house, with 4 miles of 
water-filled coils buried 8 feet beneath the lawn and warmed by the 
earth. The indoor garden is a balmy antidote to the gray spring day on 
the other side of the windows. 

 Daniel’s home is an elaborate example of Buffalo-area homeowners opting for the geothermal 
alternative. Residents are installing geothermal systems at a relatively fast clip. While this region has 
slightly less than 8% of the state’s population, an estimated 20% of the sales of geothermal systems are 
here, according to the New York Geothermal Exchange Organization (NY-GEO), an industry group.  
 Tax incentives help. Federal credits of 30% of the cost can work out to about $7,500 for a home 
installing a standard $25,000 system. This brings the cost down to $17,500, about $5,000 more than a 
conventional oil- or gas-burning set up. Read the full article here. (Buffalo News) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

GEO Industry News is a publication of GEO, the Geothermal Exchange Organization, a non-
profit trade association that advocates the environmental, energy efficiency and economic 
benefits of geothermal heat pump systems for heating and cooling of residential, commercial, 
and institutional buildings. For more information, visit our website: www.GeoExchange.org. 
You can contact Managing Editor Ted Clutter by email, or by phone at (509) 758-2289. 
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http://www.ns.umich.edu/new/releases/22931-most-americans-support-renewable-energy-standards
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/erie-county/geothermal-mansion-brings-caribbeans-warmth-to-wny-20150425
http://www.geoexchange.org/
mailto:tclutter@geoexchange.org
https://www.geoexchange.org/geo/geo-membership/membership-options/
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