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Teamwork for a Bright Future 
GEO and IGSHPA Cooperative Efforts Will Enhance Industry Success  
 

In mid-July, Geothermal Exchange Organization 
(GEO) Chairman Joe Parsons (Earthlinked Technol-
ogies) and International Ground Source Heat Pump 
Association (IGSHPA) President John Turley (ISG, LLC) 
offered their opinions about their respective organi-
zations in exclusive interviews by GEO Industry News. 
Their combined message is one of unity and purpose, 
with hopes for an expanding geothermal heat pump 
industry that claims an ever greater share of the U.S. 
heating, ventilation and air-conditioning (HVAC) 
market – Editor.  

GEO Chairman Joe Parsons                                                                                                                                     IGSHPA President John Turley    
 

What are the core strengths and areas of expertise of GEO and IGHSPA? 
PARSONS   “GEO and IGSHPA have the long-term experience and the knowledge base that are 
absolutely necessary to move this industry forward. There are very distinct levels of expertise within  
the two organizations. IGSHPA has always been recognized for its work in research and training of 
installers of geothermal heat pump equipment and ground loop heat exchangers. GEO’s core strengths 
are our ability to advocate on behalf of the technology, and to leverage the policy connections we that 
have achieved. GEO’s broad-based membership of manufacturers, utilities, suppliers, drillers and install-
ers gives us a real advantage when it comes to speaking with authority about our technologies and pro-
ducts. Our ability to network with and influence key players in Washington, DC and in state capitols 
across the country continues to grow.”  
 

TURLEY   “IGSHPA’s core strengths come from the diversity of its membership, the incredible depth of 
knowledge and talent that is found among those members, and at Oklahoma State University where it 
resides. At nearly every level of the industry, IGSHPA members are found in leadership positions helping 
to shape the direction of the industry. IGSHPA has recognized experts and expertise in many areas, 
including research, design, installation, manufacturing and training—just to name a few.” 
 

How should GEO and IGSHPA interact for the benefit of the industry?   
PARSONS   “We need to be viewed for our individual strengths, but also as partners in this industry. 
With IGSHPA leaders, it was Steve Smith’s vision to bring the two organizations together during his  
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tenure as GEO Chairman. With that union in place, we need to continue our excellent communications, 
and convey the core competencies of each group to the industry and the public. GEO and IGSHPA are 
operating on an equal plane, with each organization doing the best it can to take past experience and 
recreate it as initiatives that will help grow our industry.”   
 

TURLEY   “It’s important that not only 
IGSHPA and GEO, but the National 
Ground Water Association (NGWA)  
and other industry players like our state 
and regional geothermal associations, 
work toward ‘One Voice.’ This mostly 
requires communication channels and 
the discipline to meet with one anoth-
er. IGSHPA needs to continue investing 
in training and research. GEO’s strength 
is in its high-level advocacy channels at 
both the federal and state levels. GEO 
can do this with its staff, through its lobbying firms, and through its membership. IGSHPA cannot directly 
engage on the lobbying side, but it can play a valuable supporting role through its membership, particu-
larly at the grassroots level.” 
 

Describe the Joint GEO/IGSHPA Meeting last fall and resulting MOU.   
PARSONS   “The meeting was the ultimate culmination of what the leadership of both of our organiza-
tions can contribute to the growth of the industry. It was one of those points in history that needs to be 
commemorated. A pretty awesome statistic would be the total experience with geothermal heat pumps 
sitting at the table, which would easily total hundreds of years. I was very pleased with the overall 
acceptance of each other by GEO and IGSHPA boards, and the mutual respect among the diverse set of 
individual members of both organizations. And it was having both boards in the same room, working 
toward a common goal, that resulted in the creation of our Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).” 
 

TURLEY   “My impression of the meeting was that the two organizations had realized that by working 
together—along with other groups like NGWA and our state geothermal organizations—we could truly 
make a difference and improve the industry. It felt like a new beginning. The GEO/IGSHPA MOU sends a 
powerful message to the geothermal community that it’s important to continue to financially support 
industry organizations. And it assures them that the money spent will not be diluted by different groups 
working separately toward the same goals.” 
 
What’s your assessment of the GEO/IGSHPA relationship since that meeting?  
PARSONS   “First, we need to know where we want to go, then work on ways to get there. Our willing-
ness to work together was witnessed by our joint board meeting last fall and subsequent creation of our 
MOU, which codifies our new mutual working relationship with ongoing and very regular communica-
tions between GEO and IGSHPA staff.  We’ve achieved a healthy relationship that shares a common 
vision for growth of our industry. We mustn’t slow down or put on the brakes. GEO and IGSHPA must 
continue with the gains we’ve made with future meetings to refine our common goals and set individual 
tasks for both organizations going forward. Outreach to create awareness of geothermal technologies 
will be vital to that effort.” 
 

 

 

It’s important that not only IGSHPA 
and GEO, but the National Ground 
Water Association and other industry 
players like our state and regional 
geothermal associations, work toward 
“One Voice.”  John Turley, IGSHPA President 
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TURLEY   “Our joint board meeting during IGSHPA’s 2015 Conference & Expo in Kansas City, MO last 
October was a great start, and there have been a number of opportunities since to coordinate our  
message—particularly in support of advocacy to extend the federal tax credits for ground-source heat 
pumps. IGSHPA and GEO staff work together on a weekly and sometimes daily basis as issues arise.  We 
now have a mutual Board member and a GEO staff person on our Advocacy Committee. It’s all good.” 
 

What is your vision of the future for the geothermal heat pump industry? 
PARSONS   “I think the outlook is quite positive. I’m extremely excited about the future for geothermal 
heat pumps. GEO and IGSHPA have a healthy relationship. There’s a pretty bright horizon out there for 
the industry as energy markets evolve, people seek greater efficiency for their homes and businesses, 
and we work to solve our environmental problems. But we need to look a lot further down the road 
than the end of 2016.  Our industry needs to stabilize with a much larger share of the overall HVAC mar-
ket. Our customer base is increasingly interested in what geothermal heat pumps can do for them in 
terms of energy savings and environmental benefits. Federal incentives are a great help to jump-start 
the industry, but our future will depend on products that are increasingly efficient and cost-effective to 
purchase and install.”  

 

TURLEY   “The efficiencies of ground-source heat pumps will play a much larger role in meeting the 
energy needs of future generations given the huge portion of total energy use represented by the 
heating and cooling of buildings.  This will bring an accompanying reduction in carbon released into the 
atmosphere, lower utility bills for consumers, and create millions of green jobs.  These benefits will be 
achieved through wide-scale acceptance of the technology, and markets that will be driven to new levels 
through third-party financing, utility programs, and the impact of major players in the private sector.” 
 

How best can GEO and IGSHPA ensure that vision? 
PARSONS   “We absolutely have to promote one another to the industry, urging membership in both 
organizations, not in one to the exclusion of the other.  We have to create awareness that both organi-
zations are vital to the growth of the geothermal heat pump industry.  That’s what it all boils down to. 
Working together, our organizations can make the industry so much stronger, with standards for qual-
ity, improved installation training, technology and economics research, and a strong, encompassing 
approach to public policy in Washington, D.C. and across the country. GEO and IGSHPA promotion of  
geothermal technologies for increased market share will take broad participation, a renewed level of 
support, and a lot of hard work, but I know that we will get there.” 
 

TURLEY   “IGSHPA’s goal is to provide research, standards, and training of the personnel that will be 
required to meet the needs of geothermal markets.  As the technology improves, IGSHPA’s challenge is 
to incorporate these changes into the standards, training, and best practices of the industry and stay in 
front of new ideas that will help reduce installation costs. IGSHPA and GEO need to maximize the benefit 
of membership financial support through communication between the organizations, and by concen-
trating on our respective areas of strength. Most importantly, both groups need to work to reengage  
the utility sector with the geothermal heat pump industry by doing a better job of demonstrating the 
strengths of our technology, and its impact on issues like demand reduction, leveling baseload power 
demand, and meeting environmental goals.” (TJC/GEO) 
 
For more information about the Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO), visit our website, here, or call 
(888) 255-4436. For more information about the International Ground Source Heat Pump Association 
(IGSHPA), visit their website here, or call (800) 626-4747.  
 
 

https://www.geoexchange.org/
http://www.igshpa.okstate.edu/
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Broad Coalition Supports  
Federal Tax Credit Parity 
In a June 16 letter to Rep. Tom Reed (R-NY), Rep. 
Mike Thompson (D-CA), Rep. Pat Meehan (R-PA), 
and Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR), a coalition led 
by the Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) 
and the National Rural Electric Cooperative Asso-
ciation gathered 100 supporters, applauding their 
leadership in introducing the bipartisan “Technolo-
gies for Energy Security Act.”   
 With its partners, GEO is working to increase the number of House Republican and Democrat 
cosponsors of H.R. 5167, and to get a bipartisan companion bill introduced in the U.S. Senate. The legis-
lation would extend the Investment tax credit for business (IRC, Sec. 48) and residential tax credits (IRC 
Sec. 25D), providing parity for all technologies. “The ITC is critical to a range of advanced energy tech-
nologies such as fuel cells, geothermal, small wind, Combined Heat and Power (CHP), microturbines, 
and thermal energy that help expand and diversify the nation’s electricity supply and lower costs for 
consumers,” the letter said.  
 “Their use enhances energy independence and security, all while strengthening the resilience 
and reliability of the U.S. power grid. These technologies can improve efficiency and reduce long-term 
costs, while increasing sustainability for hospitals, universities, small businesses, rural citizens, as well 
as Fortune 500 companies. Moreover, advanced energy technology deployment in the United States 
drives innovation, business and job growth, increases economic activity and manufacturing, as well as 
enhancing national security.   
 “Advanced energy technologies require years of research and development, trials, production, 
and scaling to cultivate a concept into a commercialized, established business. The ITC has been critical 
in incenting early adoption of technologies and driving down costs, accelerating marketplace adoption, 
and providing consumers with greater competition. The ITC has also been instrumental in attracting 
private capital to support the deployment of advanced energy technologies in all 50 states.” The letter 
was delivered to key legislators in Washington, DC. Signers included: 
 
National Associations 
Air Conditioning Contractors of America  
Air Conditioning Heating Refrigeration Institute 
American Farm Bureau Federation 
American Gas Association 
 
 

Business Council for Sustainable Energy 
Distributed Wind Energy Association 
Environmental and Energy Study Institute 
Fuel Cell and Hydrogen Energy Association 
Geothermal Exchange Organization 
 
 

 

GEO Heat Pump Manufacturers News 
Click below to access the latest news from GEO Heat Pump Manufacturer Members 

 

                           
         Click Here  Click Here        Click Here          Click Here 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/hr5167
http://www.climatemaster.com/residential/category/recent-news/
http://earthlinked.com/news/
http://www.enertechgeo.com/
http://www.waterfurnace.com/
http://www.waterfurnace.com/
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Heating, AC & Refrigeration Distributors Intl.  
International Ground Source Heat Pump Assn. 
National Apartment Association 
National Association of State Energy Officials 
National Association of Home Builders 
National Farmers Union 
National Ground Water Association 
National Leased Housing Association  
National Multifamily Housing Council 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association  
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
Windustry 
 
State/Regional Geothermal Associations 
California Geothermal Heat Pump Association  
Connecticut Geothermal Association 
Geothermal Alliance of Illinois 
Iowa Geothermal Association 
Michigan Geothermal Energy Association 
Mid Atlantic Geothermal Industry Association 
Minnesota Geothermal Heat Pump Association 
New England Geothermal Professional Association 
New York Geothermal Energy Organization 
Virginia Ground Source Heat Pump Association 
Wisconsin Geothermal Association 
 
Individual Companies 
Aegis Renewable Energy - Waitsfield, VT 
Air Liquide - Houston, TX (Multiple Locations) 
Air Products - Allentown, PA 
Alliance for Industrial Efficiency- Washington, DC  
Ameresco - Framingham , Massachusetts (Multiple)  
AnemErgonics, LLC - Arvada, CO 
Arronco Comfort Air – Burlington, KY 
AWEB Supply – Baton Rouge, LA 
Aztech Geothermal – Ballston Spa, NY 
Bergey Windpower Co - Norman, OK 
Bloom Energy - Newark, DE 
Bosch Thermotechnology Corp. - Londonderry, NH 
Centennial Plastics – Hastings, NE 
Climate Control Geothermal – Jacksonville, NC 
Climatemaster, Inc. – Oklahoma City, OK 
Comfortworks, Inc. – Goldsby, OK 
Cummings - Columbus, Indiana 
Dakota Turbines - Cooperstown, ND 
Doosan Fuel Cell America - South Windsor, CT 

Durbin Enterprises, Inc. – Beecher City, IL 
EarthLinked Technologies – Lakeland, FL 
E-Finity Distributed Generation, LLC – Wayne, PA  
eFormative Options, LLC - Vashon, WA 
Endurance Wind Power (US) Inc. -  Seattle, WA 
Enertech Global – Greenville, IL 
Eocycle -  Montreal (Quebec) Canada 
Foley Mechanical, Inc. – Medford, NJ 
FuelCell Energy - Danbury, CT 
Healthy Energy in Healthcare Coalition 
Geo-Flo Products Corporation – Bedford, IN 
Geo-Enterprises, Inc. – Catoosa, OK 
Geo-Hydro Supply, Ltd. – Sugarcreek, OH 
Great Rock Windpower, LLC -  Vineyard Haven, MA 
Grundfos USA – Downers Grove, IL 
Ground Source, Inc. – Holton, KS 
The Hole Deal, Inc. – Goodfield, IL 
Hollaway Meyers, Inc. – Hammond, IN 
Hydro Dynamic Engineering, LLC – Southington, CT 
Janicki Industries, Sedro-Wooley, WA (Multiple) 
KCI Technologies, Inc. – Houston, TX 
Kocher’s Water Pumps & Tanks, Inc. – Bath, PA 
Martin Energetics – Quincy, CA 
Meline Engineering Corporation – Sacramento, CA 
McPhy Energy - Newton, MA 
Midstate Drilling – Livingston, TN 
Niagara Wind & Solar, Inc. -  Niagara Falls, NY  
Northern Power Systems - Barre, VT 
Nuvera Fuel Cells – Billerica, MA 
The Pew Charitable Trusts - Washington, DC  
Pika Energy - Westbrook, ME 
Plug Power - Latham, NY 
Scott-Lee Heating Company – St. Louis, MO 
SJ Eaton Plumbing & Heating – Monroe Twp., PA 
Sky Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. – Portland, OR 
Skylands Renewable Energy, LLC -  Hampton, NJ  
Sinton Geothermal – Kennett Square, PA 
Southeast Geothermal – Blairsville, GA 
The Stella  Group, Ltd. - Washington, DC  
Sound Geothermal Corporation – Sandy, UT 
Strategic Energy Solutions – Berkley, MI 
Sustainable Energy Developments - Ontario, NY 
Symbiont Service Corp. – Englewood, FL 
United Wind Inc. - Brooklyn, NY 
WaterFurnace International – Fort Wayne, IN 
Watt Fuel Cell - Mount Pleasant, PA 
Western Farmers Electric Coop – Anadarko, OK 
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Branstad Signs Iowa Geothermal Bill 
June 15 - Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad  
signed HF 2468, , which provides for a 
10% standalone tax credit for residential 
installations of geothermal heat pumps 
(GHPs) in lieu of federal tax incentives. 
Both the House and the Senate voted 
unanimously in favor of the measure  
(article on  page 3, May 2016 GEO 
Industry News).  
 The legislation will take effect  
on Jan. 1, 2017, offering Iowa citizens a 
stand-alone 10% state tax credit that is 

no longer tied to federal tax incentive for residential GHP installations. It will only be available if the fed-
eral tax credits for the technology are not extended past the end of 2016. The measure is not capped, 
and does not offer a tax credit for commercial installations. Standing behind Gov. Branstad during the 
bill signing (left to right) are the Iowa Geothermal Association’s (IGA) lobbyist, Paula Dierenfeld, with IGA 
board contractor and associate members John Schmidt (E & J Geothermal), Jeremy Lang (Enertech), 
Terry Munyon (Munyon Plumbing & Heating), Jordan Kruger (K & E Distributing), and IGA President Rick 
Rockacy (WaterFurnace).  (IGA) 
 

USDA Loans to Utilities 
to Help Conserve Energy 
June 21 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
announced a new program to help rural residents conserve 
energy and save money on their utility bills. The new Rural 

Energy Savings Program (RESP) will make $52 million in loans available to energy providers to help rural 
families and small businesses reduce their energy use.  
 "Investments like the ones we will make through the Rural Energy Savings Program will reduce 
energy costs for consumers and build a cleaner and more sustainable energy future," said USDA Secre-
tary Tom Vilsack. "This program is the latest of many financing options USDA provides to rural commu-
nities to expand energy efficiency efforts and strengthen rural economies."  
 RESP will provide loans to rural energy providers who in turn fund projects for consumers to 
make energy efficiency improvements in their homes or businesses that will lower their energy use. 
Eligible applicants include current and former Rural Utilities Service (RUS) borrowers, subsidiaries of 
current or former RUS borrowers, and entities that provide retail electric service in rural areas. RESP 
borrowers finance loans at zero-percent interest for up to 20 years, making the program an attractive 
and affordable option to finance energy-saving measures. Energy customers participating in programs 
financed through RESP then repay the loans at an interest rate of up to 3% for up to 10 years through 
their electric bills.  
 RESP builds upon the work that USDA Rural Development has done to help improve the energy 
efficiency of single- and multi-family housing, businesses, farms and utilities. It aligns with the Obama  

https://www.geoexchange.org/wp-content/uploads/GEO-Industry-News-May-2016.pdf
https://www.geoexchange.org/wp-content/uploads/GEO-Industry-News-May-2016.pdf
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-savings-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-savings-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/agencies/rural-utilities-service
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Administration's StrikeForce for Rural 
Growth and Opportunity and Promise 
Zone initiatives to help revitalize com-
munities and expand economic oppor-
tunity through targeted funding, techni-
cal assistance and partnerships. RESP will 
be used to focus on low-income, high-
energy-cost communities.  
 Congress authorized the program 
in the 2014 Farm Bill. RUS administers 
RESP as well as the similar Energy Effi-
ciency and Conservation Loan Program 
(EECLP). RESP is open to a broader pool 
of eligible borrowers, has a zero-percent 
interest rate, and has a longer loan term 
than EECLP. To be considered for RESP 
funding, applicants should submit a 
letter of intent by Aug. 5, 2016. E-mail 
the letter to RESP@wdc.usda.gov. Appli-
cations will be processed on a first-come 
/ first-served basis until funds are ex-
hausted. For more information, see page 
40,262 of the June 21 Federal Register.  
 USDA's Rural Utilities Service also 
administers infrastructure programs that bring broadband, safe drinking water and improved waste-
water treatment facilities to rural communities. Since 2009, USDA Rural Development has invested 
$31.3 billion in 963 electric projects that have financed more than 185,000 miles of transmission and 
distribution lines serving 4.6 million rural residents. USDA also has invested $11 billion to start or expand 
103,000 rural businesses; helped 1.1 million rural residents buy homes; funded nearly 7,000 community 
facilities such as schools, public safety and health care facilities; and helped bring high-speed Internet 
access to nearly 6 million rural residents and businesses. For more information, visit the USDA website, 
www.usda.gov/results. (USDA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Only a Fraction of USDA Renewable 
Projects Use Geothermal Heat Pumps 

 

July 11 - The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
announced funding for 821 projects across the nation that  
will help rural small businesses and agricultural producers 
reduce energy usage and costs in their operations. The fund- 
ing is available through the Rural Energy for America Program. 
 USDA is providing $43.2 million in loan guarantees and 
$11.6 million in grants through REAP for projects in every state, 
as well as in the Virgin Islands, the Western Pacific and the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. Funding of each award is con-
tingent upon the recipient meeting the terms of the loan or 
grant agreement.  
 “Of the 821 projects funded this year by the program, 
only four were for geothermal heat pump projects, totaling 
$57,000—or less than ½-percent of total funding of $11.6 
million in grants,” said Geothermal Exchange Organization 
(GEO) President Doug Dougherty. “The industry should take 
better advantage of such incentives meant to lower the cost 
of renewable energy projects. GEO will continue to provide 
announcements of funding opportunities for its members  
and the geothermal community.” Read the USDA renewable 
energy project funding press release here. (GEO) 
 

 

 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=STRIKE_FORCE
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=STRIKE_FORCE
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=promisezones
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=promisezones
mailto:RESP@wdc.usda.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/06/21/2016-14617/announcement-of-loan-application-procedures-and-deadlines-for-the-rural-energy-savings-program-resp
http://www.usda.gov/results
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2016/07/0162.xml&navid=NEWS_RELEASE&navtype=RT&parentnav=LATEST_RELEASES&edeployment_action=retrievecontent
https://www.geoexchange.org/geo/geo-membership/
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The Groundwater Expo is now Groundwater Week 
Here's a sneak peek at what we have planned for you this year! 

 

 
 
EXHIBITS 

• 12 hours over two days to explore the newest in products, technologies, and 
services from hundreds of groundwater industry exhibitors.  

• As a registered Groundwater Week attendee, you will also be able to view — at 
no added cost! — this year’s co-located Irrigation Show exhibit hall. 

 
EDUCATION 

• Expand your knowledge at 50-plus hours of expertly led workshops in 
categories ranging from business management and drilling operations to water 
systems and well rehabilitation. Click here to see planned offerings. 
 

ENGAGEMENT 
• Attend a joint keynote session with the Irrigation Association. 
• Have fun at events such as the Attendee Welcome Reception. 
• Connect with thousands of groundwater professionals from all sectors of the 

industry, and from around the world, in one convenient location. 
• All of this and so much more awaits you December 6-8, 2016 during Groundwater Week 

in Las Vegas, Nevada! 

 
Don’t delay — Register Today! 

  
 

http://portal.criticalimpact.com/go/1/168064f56d8bf8fc3947229f28c3afba/25576/c37f22ad91f1caab/3994e726b420da633947229f28c3afba
http://portal.criticalimpact.com/go/1/168064f56d8bf8fc3947229f28c3afba/25576/c37f22ad91f1caab/35c2ad52bcf9411b3947229f28c3afba
http://portal.criticalimpact.com/go/1/168064f56d8bf8fc3947229f28c3afba/25576/c37f22ad91f1caab/193c2275e5e5e6773947229f28c3afba
http://portal.criticalimpact.com/go/1/168064f56d8bf8fc3947229f28c3afba/25576/c37f22ad91f1caab/8fda2eada387b31e3947229f28c3afba
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http://ashraem.confex.com/ashraem/s17/cfp.cgi
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Going Net Zero in California 
with the Help of Geothermal 
July 16 – According to an article by Jennifer Delony, 
Associate Editor at Renewable Energy World Inter-
national magazine, “When it was time to build its 
Americas headquarters in California to LEED Plat-
inum and net-zero standards, power management 
solutions provider Delta looked to a geothermal 
exchange system for the building’s heating and cooling functions.” 
 Delta’s new headquarters in Fremont, CA is the first of its global facilities to use geothermal 
heating and cooling. The building also features solar panels to ultimately eliminate energy from the local 
utility.  Vance Brown Builders Director of preconstruction Bill Russell said the initial plan for the Delta 
project was to drill vertical boreholes under the building for a closed-loop system. But the Freemont 
water district turned down the permit over concern about potential contamination of the boreholes by 
saltwater from San Francisco Bay.  
 “‘Luckily we found geothermal consultant John Geyer [Vancouver, WA],’ Russell said. Geyer 
conducted testing at Delta’s 15-acre site, and determined that by using direction drilling and placing the 
bores for the project horizontally with one layer at 15 ft. underground and another at 30 ft., the project 
would achieve the same results as the vertical approach. In addition to avoiding the aquifers, the direc-
tional drill approach also turned out to be less expensive than vertical drilling, Russel said.” 
 Delta’s geothermal exchange is performing as expected. “The system is so efficient that it brings 
our energy bill way down,” said Delta General Affairs Manager Ruth Chao. Read the complete article 
here, including a feature describing the Geothermal Exchange Organization’s (GEO) exhaustive efforts 
to extend federal tax credits for geothermal heat pumps from 2016 through 2021. (Renewable Energy 
World International) 
 

How Ontario is Going Geo  
June 24 – An article by geothermal consultant Jay Egg in Renewable 
Energy World says: “Ontario is going geothermal. The U.S. is shortly 
behind, and here’s why: Geothermal heat pumps provide the only 
reasonable solution to heating without combustion. Ontario’s Climate 
Change Action Plan identifies geothermal 10 times as the go-to heating 
(and cooling) technology to reach its carbon reduction goals.” 
 “According to The Globe and Mail, the Ontario government will 
spend more than $7 billion over four years on a sweeping climate 
change plan that will affect every aspect of life — from what people 

drive to how they heat their homes and workplaces in a bid to slash the province’s carbon footprint. 
 “Right now, natural gas (NG) pipelines are going in in record numbers. But the Ontario Geother-
mal Association (OGA) has the government’s ear. After countless hours, thousands of pages of data and 
testimony, Ontario has set dates for NG phase out, and by 2030, the building code for residential and 
small buildings will eliminate combustion heating. By 2050, combustion heating will be outlawed in all 
buildings. The first steps in the effort (now through 2020) have just been release and are covered in 
Ontario’s Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP). 
 

http://digital.renewableenergyworld.com/renewableenergyworld/20160708?sub_id=&folio=43&pg=45#pg45
http://goo.gl/f2hXJT
https://www.ontario.ca/page/climate-change-action-plan
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 “Ontario legislators were surprised to find that they were being asked for more money on top of 
the $200 million already announced to subsidize installation of NG pipelines into 68 additional commu-
nities. After calling in geothermal experts from the OGA and cross-examining folks representing the NG 
communities, Ontario legislators realized they were subsidizing NG pipelines at a cost of $25,600 for 
each connection on average. That amount does not include the cost of the furnace, domestic hot water 
tank, or installation. 
 Given that geothermal has the same cost structure as gas—including HVAC equipment plus the 
cost of pipe in the ground—and many examples of progress for geothermal heat pumps in such places as 
New York City, Egg states: “The world is switching over to geothermal. The earlier we get on board, the 
better.”  Read the article here. (Renewable Energy World) 

 
Renewable Energy and Energy  
Efficiency Business Directory Survey 
July 11 – The Department of Commerce, International Trade Administration, 
in conjunction with the Department of Energy and the Department of State, 
announced an opportunity for U.S.-based suppliers and providers of clean 
energy, smart grid and energy efficiency solutions to participate in an 
interactive directory of renewable energy and energy efficiency solutions.  
 The directory will support a beta version of an interactive mobile 
application that will provide information about U.S. providers of clean energy goods and services, 
including renewable energy equipment, biofuels, fuel cell power, smart grid technologies, energy 
efficiency solutions and services critical to the deployment of clean energy supplies to international 
energy sector stakeholders. The app and survey for registration are administered by the Department of 
State. Submissions for registration are due Aug. 1, 2016. Contact: Helaina Matza; Department of State, 
Office of Innovation and Eco-Diplomacy; (202-647-0716) 

 
Financing Geothermal HVAC 
May/June 2016 - Suitable to retrofit and new construction, geothermal 
has been used successfully since the 1970s, but it has not seen wide-
spread use. Here’s the rub: the upfront costs. Installing the ground loop 
heat exchanger can represent as much as 60% of the total cost of the 
system—a hefty initial investment that can be difficult to justify.  
 To help offset some of this initial cost, three types of partnerships 
allow more options for implementation of geothermal technology. Facility 
executives can now partner with utility providers, third-party ownership 
models, or they can employ a creative mix of both. 

 In all of these partnerships, because it is a renewable energy system a geothermal unit allows the 
utility or third party to use business investment tax credits and other federal incentives to help drive 
down the cost of installation. These evolving ground loop service provider concepts could help offset the 
upfront investment and allow facilities to implement an energy-efficient, environmentally sensitive and 
cost-effective heating and cooling system. Read the article here. (Facility Executive) 

 

http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/articles/2016/06/how-canada-went-geothermal-and-how-the-us-will-too.html
http://facilityexecutive.com/2016/06/renewable-energy-financing-geothermal-hvac/
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Millennials Not Ready to 
Pay for Energy Efficiency 
June 27 – According to Joanna Turpin in the Air Conditioning, Heat-
ing and Refrigeration News, “The usual stereotype for a millennial is 
a hip 20-something who lives in the city, rides the subway to work, 
and rents a chic apartment near bars and restaurants. This image is 
being turned on its head, thanks to a recent report by the National 
Association of Home Builders (NAHB), which found that 75% of 
millennials want to live in single-family homes and 66% would prefer 
to live in the suburbs. 
 “Even better news for the HVAC industry, the survey found 
that having Energy Star-rated appliances was considered essential 
for 28% of millennials and desirable for 60%. And, 84% of respon-

dents said they would prefer a highly efficient home with lower utility bills and would be willing to pay 2-
3% more for that privilege.  
 “But, other research conducted by Blackhawk Engagement Solutions insists millennials are price-
sensitive, as cost has the greatest influence on their purchase decisions above all other factors, including 
quality, brand, store, and availability. So, they may not be willing to pay more for the higher efficiency 
HVAC systems that they claim to want.” Read the rest of the story here. (ACHR – The News) 
 

 
 

 

GEO Welcomes 
2016 New Members 

 

• Arronco Comfort Air LLC - Burlington, KY 
• Creative Energy Distributors – New Holland, PA 
• G.O. Loop – Randolph, WI 
• J & R Herra, Inc. – Elburn, IL 
• Kitt Plumbing & Heating – Carroll, IA 
• Mort’s Plumbing & Heating – Iowa Falls, IA 
• Ned Enterprises, Inc. – Bridger, MT 
• Neighbors Heating and Cooling – Ames, IA 
• North American Geothermal – Fairfax, VA 
• Rabe Hardware – Blairstown, IA 
• Shroepfer Well Drilling – Leslie, MO 
• Supreme Air LLC – Baltimore, MD 
• Unique Indoor Comfort – Conshohocken, PA 

 

Thanks for Your Support! 
 

 
 
 
 

http://eyeonhousing.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Home-Trends-2015.pdf
https://www.nahb.org/
http://www.achrnews.com/articles/132792-millennials-not-ready-to-pay-for-better-efficiency
http://ompa.com/programs/wise-rebate-program/
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The International Ground Source Heat Pump Association (IGSHPA) invites 
you to present your latest work with ground-source heat pumps at the 

IGSPA 2017 Technical/Research Conference and Expo, which will convene 
on March 14-16 at the Crowne Plaza Denver Airport Convention Center 

 

Call for Papers 
 

IGSHPA invites you to submit a 100 word abstract for review for the opportunity to present during 
the 2017 Technical/Research Conference and Expo in Denver. Past attendees have included 
contractors, dealers, distributors, installers and others involved in the geothermal industry. This 
year’s conference theme will revolve around residential applications, commercial applications, 
institutional applications, technical aspects, and advocacy/marketing presentations.  
 
Important Dates  
 

• Abstracts due: September 1, 2016 
• Abstract reviews finished and authors notified: October 1, 2016 
• Papers due: November 1, 2016 
 
Abstract Guidelines     Abstract template/example  
 

Abstracts should be submitted by September 1, 2016, as a one-page PDF containing our Title, and 
the following for each author: Author name, Company affiliation, email-address on one line 

• Abstract text (100 word maximum) 
 

Go to EasyChair HERE to submit your abstract. If you don't already have an account, you will have 
to set one up before you submit your abstract. After an account has been created, log in and accept 
EasyChair terms of service. To submit your abstract, click on new submissions in the upper banner 
links. Choose the general conference area to submit your abstract. Note that paper submission 
guidelines will be available on EasyChair when they are ready.  
 
Proceedings     Electronic Proceedings o will be freely available on the IGSHPA website.  
 
Questions?    For more information about topics and submissions, please contact Erin Portman.  

 

http://www.igshpa.okstate.edu/doc/Conf/2017_Abstract_example-template.docx
https://easychair.org/conferences/?conf=2017igshpa
http://www.igshpa.okstate.edu/conf/
mailto:erin.portman@okstate.edu
http://www.igshpa.okstate.edu/conf/
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Certified GeoExchange Designer Plus Course 
September 19-21, 2016  • Washington, DC 

in conjunction with World Energy Engineering Congress 
    

 

The course offers training toward certification as a Certified GeoExchange Designer (CGD).  
From an introduction to the technology to a complete review of a commercial design process, 
participants learn the specific information they need to know to be successful in designing an 
economically feasible GSHP system. The CGD Plus course is taught by Ed Lohrenz, a profess-
sional CGD Instructor with more than 30 years of experience engineering and designing ground 
source heat pump systems. The course is certified by AEE.  
 
Who should attend?  This design course is created for professional engineers, registered 
architects, installers, and contractors. This course is essential for individuals wanting advanced 
training and experience in designing GSHPs, and required for experienced individuals who wish to 
earn certification.  
 
Certification  After completion of the CGD course and passing the CGD exam, you will be eligible 
to apply for certification through AEE as the course and exam are only a part of the certification 
process. The CGD course is required for AEE CGD certification. Contact AEE at 770-447-5083, ext. 
223 for certification information. 
 

 

 

Topics Covered:  
Ground Source Heat Pump Design - Residential & Commercial • Designing Closed Loop, 

Ground Heat Exchanger, Configurations & Layouts • Soil/Rock Classification & Conductivity 
Borehole Grouting • Thermal Conductivity in-situ Testing • Ground Loop Heat Exchanger 

Software • Ground Source Heat Pump in System Performance 

 

IGSHPA is now an approved continuing education provider through AIA. Receive PDHs 
for attending the Certified GeoExchange Designer Plus Course in Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
June 22-24. For more information, VISIT THE WEBSITE or REGISTER NOW. 

 

    
 

 
 

 

http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60C8D1B&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV%2FQmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1
http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60C8D1B&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV%2FQmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=2
http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60C8D1B&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV%2FQmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=3
http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60D38A7&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV%2FQmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1
http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60D38A8&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV%2FQmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1
http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60C8D1B&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV%2FQmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=5
http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60C8D1C&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV%2FQmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1
http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60D3B44&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV/Qmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1
http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60D38A5&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV/Qmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1
http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60D38A6&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV/Qmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1
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GEO Industry News is a publication of GEO, the Geothermal Exchange Organization, a non-
profit trade association that advocates the environmental, energy efficiency and economic 
benefits of geothermal heat pump systems for heating and cooling of residential, commercial, 
and institutional buildings. For more information, visit our website: www.GeoExchange.org. 

 

 

Support the Industry's  
National Voice

 

 

In production of content for GEO Industry News, the Geothermal Exchange 
Organization (GEO)  intends no copyright infringement, citing the Copyright 
Disclaimer under Section 107 of the Copyright Act 1976, in which allowance is 
made for "fair use" of various content for purposes such as criticism, comment, 
news reporting, teaching, scholarship and research. 
 

 

Certified GeoExchange Designer Course 
Distance Learning Option 

 
 
 

NEXT WEBINAR – August 4, 2016, TBA, Central time 
 

 

The course offers training toward certification as a Certified GeoExchange Designer (CGD). From an 
introduction to the technology to a complete review of a commercial design process, participants 
learn the specific information they need to know to be successful in designing an economically 
feasible GSHP system. The course is certified by AEE.  
 
Webinars will be conducted using GoTo Meeting. Questions and answers to frequently asked 
technical problems will be provided to participants by experienced designers and installers of ground 
source heat pump systems. The opportunity to ask CGD material and other technical questions will 
be available before taking the CGD exam. GoTo Meeting is a video conferencing program.  Partici-
pants use a headset for talking and listening through their computer.  A link will be provided in your 
training materials to register and connect to CGD Live Meeting. For additional questions and demo  
of CGD Live Meeting contact: igshpatraining@okstate.edu. 

 
FEE - $1665 and includes UPS ground shipping of your materials.  

 
The course requires you to attend one mandatory Q&A webinar. The fee  

for the mandatory webinar is included in the course fee. You will have four 
months to take the CGD test after you attend the mandatory webinar. 

 

For more information, VISIT THE IGSHPA WEBSITE. 

 

When you Think “Geothermal” –  Think  “GEO  ” 
 

http://www.geoexchange.org/
https://www.geoexchange.org/geo/geo-membership/membership-options/
mailto:igshpatraining@okstate.edu
http://benchemail.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=60C8D1B&e=92741B&c=7F3A7&t=0&l=3DB54A41&email=ulV%2FQmeqe%2BsmG7untl8w9CGfNpK%2BR3orNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=5
http://www.geoexchange.org/
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